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A F R I E N D L Y E N D E A V O R
V O L U M E I I I . D E C E I V I B E R , 1 Q 3 0 N U M B E R 6
A U T O B I O G R A P H I C A L S K E T C H O F
B L A N C H E A . C O N O V E R
E a r l y L i f e a n d I n fl u e n c e s
A m o n g s o m e o f m y e a r l i e s t r e c o l l e c
tions are those of a praying mother who
k n e w h o w t o t o u c h t h e t h i o n e o f G o d i n
intercessory prayer, and a quiet reserved
f a t h e r w h o l o v e d h i s B i b l e a n d k n e w h o w
to explain to my child mind some of its
deepest spiritual truths, and thus the
quiet devotion and great faith of a moth
er, the forceful reasoning and Christian
teaching of a father al l begat in
my childish heart a great love and
reverence for spiritual things.
Sabbath School regularly under
the wise teaching of a dear saint
of God helped to store my mind
with sci-iptural stories and truths;
while those blessed old-time' quiet
m e e t i n g s i n w h i c h t h e s o u l h a d
time and opportunity to be hushed
in the presence of God, helped to
develop my thinking mind and give
i t a se r iousness tha t has been use
ful in all my after life.
Conversion and Heart Purity
T h u s e a r l y t a u g h t o f J e s u s a n d
His love, it was a simple matter to
give my heart to God, and so early
in l i fe was I converted that I do not
r e m e m b e r t h e t i m e , b u t w h e n I b e
c a m e o l d e r a n d w a n t e d t o k n o w o f
a s u r e t y t h a t I w a s G o d ' s c h i l d H e
graciously spoke assurance to my
heart. I was always very happy to
be used of the Lord in any way but
sometimes my naturally shy dispo
sition kept me from standing in pub
lic to speak a word for Jesus, and
then how I would suffer from the
feeling that I had been untrue to
m y L o r d .\\hen I was about eighteen years
of age I Was led into an experience which
I could not name until later years.
This experience came to me one day
while in my own room. My heart was
crying out for purity—such purity that
Jesus Himself could live in me and actu
ate every thought of my mind, every at
om of my being, control every power, and
I wanted to be ALL HIS. This burning
desire for God in every part of me led
me to sing with new meaning that old
song of consecration, "Take my life andlet it be," "Take my hands, my feet, my
voice, my lips," "Take my silver," "Take
my moments," "Take my intellect, my
will, my heart, my love, myself," and as
I sang each part yielding all to Him as I
sang, how the sweetness of His pres
e n c e fi l l e d a n d t h r i l l e d m e , a n d s u c h
calm, holy joy came to me that I knew
myself to be in utter harmony with a
just and holy God.
In the years that followed I let the
things of the world come into my heart
and I lost the joy and freshness of the
presence of God in my soul. Years af
t e r w a r d s I h e a r d t e a c h i n g r e g a r d i n g
s a n c t i fi c a t i o n a s a s e c o n d d e fi n i t e w o r k
of grace, and my heart became hungry
to renew the old consecration and gain a
power for service which had not been
M R S . B L A N C H E A . C O N O V E R
mine before. And once again the Lord
graciously answered prayer and sealed
the answer hom.e to my heart by giving
me the precious words, "Ye are not your
own; ye are bought with a price,' and I
felt myself to not only be in harmony
with Jesus, but I wanted to be used of
Him in some way, for my heart had been
filled with the same kind of love that
gave Jesus to die for a lost world.
Call to Missionary Work
My earliest recollections of being interested in foi'eign missions was when I
was very small. In reading the lives of
some of the first women missionaries,
the life of Ann Judson was particularly
thrilling to me, and my child heai't wanted to do something great like that and
s u f f e r l i k e s h e d i d . A g a i n , w h e n a
young woman, I had been singing a spe
cial song at a certain meeting and one
of God's dear children said to me, "Wont
that voice be heard in foreigpi lands some
day?" The words made a deep impres
sion on me, but the time for my real
call to the foreign field was not yet ripe.
In the course of time God pei-mitted one
of the best men in the world to be asso
ciated with my life and when his words
of human love were whispered to my
heart and we were made one my happi
ness seemed complete.
God moves in mysterious ways
His wonders to perform, and under
His good hand of guidance we en
t e r e d t h e C l e v e l a n d B i b l e I n s t i t u t e
a f t e r s e v e n y e a r s o f m a r r i e d l i f e .
For some time my daily cry to God
had been, "Oh, Father, isn't there
some place in thy great vineyard
where husband and I can wo rk t o
gether for Thee and be a blessing
to humanity?" and the Lord again
g r a c i o u s l y a n s w e r e d p r a y e r b y
bringing to me a vision of the un
s a v e d m i l l i o n s o f A f r i c a a n d a n
overwhelming desire to cari-j' the
Gospel to that people, and at the
same time giving a divine call to
m y h u s b a n d f o r t h e s a m e fi e l d . I n
process of t ime and fa i th we found
ourselves in dark Africa, and while
we may be just broken earthen ves
sels, yet we deem it a gi-eat priv
i lege to be of some use to Him.
How good God has been all along
the way ! Many t imes the days
have held problems and mysteries
hard to be understoood, and many
n igh t seasons have been one con
tinuous cry to God for wisdom and
guidance, but only Eternity can re
veal if all things have been to the
glory of God.
H e r L e t t e r t o E a c h o f U s
To my dear young Friends of Oregon
C o n f e r e n c e :
It is with pleasure that I speak with
you for the first time through the pages
of your paper. No doubt I met many
of you last June at Oregon Yearly Meet
ing, but it would please me to be able to
know each one of you personally. It is
mine to thank you for your kind interest
in me, and because o f our mutua l in te r
est in the great work of soul-saving in
dark Africa, I trust that we may come to
k n o w e a c h o t h e r b e t t e r a n d b e a b l e t o
more easily see the needs and try to solve
some of the problems which necessarily
come in to miss ionary l i fe and work .
I be l i eve you a l l have you r own hopes
and aspirations, and are anxious to find
you r God -g i ven p l aces i n t h i s w ide ,
n e e d y w o r l d . T h e fi e l d i s s o w h i t e a n d
the gleaners are so few that on every
hand there is the cal l for stra ight for
w a r d , s i n c e r e C h r i s t i a n m e n a n d w o m e n
to fil l places of trust and honor. Both
the church and our Lord are looking to
y o u — y o u w h o h a v e a l l t h e e n t h u s i a s m
and v igor o f young manhood and woman
h o o d . T h e r e h a s b e e n s u c h a h e a r t - f e l t
peace and joy in my service for the King
that I do not hesitate to say to you that
if God wants you to stand in some nook
for Him, say a glad "Yes," and be true.
For some t ime my husband and I have
enjoyed going to the different churches
in Iowa Yearly Meeting speaking of the
A f r i c a w o r k . P e o p l e a r e m a n i f e s t i n g
an increasing desire for knowledge along
missionary lines, and I am glad that it is
s o . A n d w h e n t h e A f r i c a n b o y s a n d
g i r l s h e a r o f t h e i n t e r e s t w h i c h t h e i r
American friends are taking, it will not
only make them happy, but will encour
age them to greater efforts in attaining
that which we are expect ing of them.
T h e y a r e s o l i k e A m e r i c a n c h i l d r e n i n
tha t t hey wan t t o f ee l t ha t we a re t r us t
i n g a n d d e p e n d i n g u p o n t h e m .
In a l l you r busy ac t i v i t i e s I wou ld ask
you to no t fo rge t to da i l y b rea the a
praye r t o Heaven ' s t h rone fo r t hese dea r
African boys and girls who are less for
tunate than you.
I want each of you to feel that I am
indeed your co-worker and call upon me
a t a n y t i m e f o r a n y i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h
y o u m a y d e s i r e i n r e g a r d t o t h e A f r i c a
work or othei-wise. I shall be only too
glad to help in any way I can.
Yo u r f r i e n d f o r A f r i c a ' s u n s a v e d m i l
l i o n s ,
B L A N C H E A . C O N O V E R .
O s k a l o o s a , I o w a .
S O C I E T Y N E W S
S C O T T S M I L L S .
Our monthly C. E. business meeting
w a s h e l d a t T. E . K i r k h a r t ' s . A f t e r t h e
business we learned a few new songs.
Our Revival began Sunday, November
7, with I. G. Lee as evangelist. God is
working on the hearts of the people and
much good has been accomplished. The
afternoon meetings have been times of
prayer and real blessing to all of God's
people.
B r o n n e r a n d C h e s t e r H a d l e y b r o u g h t
very helpful and inspiring messages in
t h e m o r n i n g s e s s i o n .
Our pastor, Edgar P. Sims, has been
r e l e a s e d f o r r e v i v a l w o r k i n L e n t s a n d
Highland churches during the month of
D e c e m b e r .
S O U T H S A L E M .
The Salem Quarter ly Meet ing made
some deep impressions on the minds and
h e a r t s o f m a n y . O u r L o r d i n H i s s a c
r i fic ia l a tonement was magn ified thm
m e s s a g e s g i v e n b y B l a i n e B r o n n e r a n d
C h e s t e r H a d l e y i n t h e S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g
s e s s i o n . D r . G e r t r u d e M i n t h o r n , o n
F r i d a y e v e n i n g g a v e a f o r c e f u l a p p e a l
f o r p r a y e r a n d t h e g o s p e l f o r I n d i a .
S h e s a i d , " S o c i a l s e r v i c e w i l l n o t b r i n g
Christ to India, education will not bring
Christ to India, even medical help will
not bring Christ to India; only the gos
pel of Jesus Christ and prayer will save
Ind ia . " Sa tu rday even ing Pro f . M i l l s ,
presid ing at the Educat ional meet ing,
presented Prof 's Macy and Lewis and
M i s s E u n i c e L e w i s , w h o b r o t t o u s t h e
personel, the student body and the aims
o f t h e c o l l e g e . A m e s s a g e f r e i g h t e d
w i t h u n c t i o n a n d p o w e r f r o m H e b . 7 : 2 5
was given by Mrs. Ida J. Lee Sunday
morning. The Chr ist ian Endeavor Ral
ly was held in the afternoon at 3 o'clock.
Lyra B. Miles gave an address covering
t h e t h r e e c o n f e r e n c e s s h e a t t e n d e d t h i s
s u m m e r — R i c h m o n d , A l l F r i e n d s P e a c e
a n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l Yo u n g F r i e n d s C o n
f e r e n c e . T h e e v e n i n g s e r v i c e w a s c o n
d u c t e d b y M r s . E n o s P r e s n e l l .
A c o m i n g e v e n t i s f o r e t o l d b y a u n
i q u e p o s t e r b e a r i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g v e r s e :
"If you are wanting to have some fun.
T o M i l e s ' a c r o s s f r o m t h e S t a t e H o u s e
r u n ,
Next Saturday evening at eight o'clock.
Yo u r h o u s e s l e a v e a n d y o u r b a c k d o o r s
l o c k . '
Just come and be greeted by Laura and
R o s s —
Maybe Eva and Lyra will take up their
C l ' O S S ,
A n d l e a v e P a c i fi c C o l l e g e a t t h e h o u r
e l e v e n t h .
And join us this November twenty-sev
e n t h . "
Clyde Thomas and family have moved
to Portland where he can be near to take
some Biblical work in N. P. E. 1.
S o m e o f o u r m e m b e r s a t t e n d e d S a l e m
Quarterly Meeting on Saturday. Blaine
S T A R
A Union Thanksgiving service is to be
held at the Pentecostal Church November
25th. Harry Kesler, a prominent Near
East Relief worker, is to speak at 10:30.
Mr. Keeler, a Sunday School worker
in Southern Idaho, v is i ted our church
Sunday morning, November 21st, and
brought a helpful message.
M r . a n d M r s . R o s c o e D a v i s a n d l i t t l e
daughter Leslie Marie, are visiting Mrs.
Da-vis ' parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lesl ie.
B o t h w e r e m e m b e r s o f o u r C . E . b e f o r e
they left and we are glad that they have
d e c i d e d t o f a n n i n o u r c o m m u n i t y t h e
c o m i n g y e a r .
Mr. Perisho gave a missionary address
Sunday evening, November 21st . H is
s u b j e c t w a s " F o u r B i b l e S t e p s i n M i s
s i o n a r y P r e p a r a t i o n . " T h e s t e p s w e r e .
C o m e ; S t u d y ; Ta r r y ; G o .
Our Sunday School rooms are very
near ly comple ted and we hope to occupy
t h e m S u n d a y, N o v e m b e r 2 8 t h .
M r . M a r t i n , a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e
A m e r i c a n S u n d a y S c h o o l U n i o n w h o s e
t e r r i t o r y i s W a s h i n g t o n , O r e g o n a n d
Idaho, spoke Sunday evening, November
1 4 t h . H e g a v e s o m e p l a i n f a c t s a b o u t
the work and the great need of Sunday
S c h o o l s w h e r e t h e r e h a v e b e e n n o n e f o r
years and in places never.
V e r a M u r r y , o n e o f o u r n e w C . E .
m e m b e r s , u n d e r w e n t a n o p e r a t i o n f o r
appendicitis. She is improving nicely.
S P R I N G B R O O K
Several of our young people attended
the wedding of Lora Hodson and Clinton
B a r o n a t t h e C h e h a l e m C e n t e r c h u r c h
Sunday evening, November 14th.
Six of our C. E. members have fin
ished the second degree in the Oregon
Christian Endeavor College and some are
studying to finish the third degree soon.
We are doing our best to reach the goals
set for our Society, and we are constantly
c l i m b i n g u p w a r d .
We are expecting to hold revival meet
ings soon, and we ask you to unite wdth
us in prayer for an outpouring of God's
power in our community. We are pray
ing for God to send us an old fashioned
rev iva l and tha t many w i l l be saved and
s a n c t i fi e d . P r a y f o r u s .
Springbrook was favored by a big
treat in having the opportunity of listen
ing to Rev. Han-abellio A. Marangeopa,
who spoke at the church Sunday, Novem
ber 7th. In the afternoon he told of his
travels in the missionary work. He has
v a l k e d e n o u g h t o r e a c h f o u r t i m e s
around the world, and is fulfilling a vow
to God to walk clear around the world to
carry the gospel. He seems to have no
parallel in history. This man, who was
found when a little babe among 14 dead
bodies in Africa, was taken to England
al a curiosity. He was there educated
and became a missionary. In the even
ing he preached a forceful gospel sermon.
"It isn't so much the doubts of sci
ence and philosophy that bother you—
it's the lonliness, the obscurity, the pain
of your l i fe that rocks your faith. But
t h e a n c h o r w i l l h o l d . "
R O S E D A L E
The business meeting was held at the
h o m e o f L o w e l l G a r d n e r . A t e a c h o f
these meetings we are studying a chapter
of "Uganda's White Man of Work."
We are also taking up once a week one
chap te r o f t he book , " Jesus i s Com ing . "
T h i s h a s p r o v e d m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g a n d a
b o o k t h a t t h r o w s a d d e d l i g h t o n t h e
scriptures, for which we thank the Lord.
We purchased a new "Estey" organ of
Sherman, Clay & Co., Portland. It is a
fi n e i n s t r u m e n t t o l o o k a t , b u t w h e n w e
want music we use the old organ, tho it
i s n o t m u c h f o r l o o k s .
Our pastor, Chtster Hadley, is assist
i n g i n a r e v i v a l a t F i i ' s t C h u r c h , P o r t
l a n d .
Q U I L C E N E
A n a u t o l o a d w e n t f r o m h e r e t o t h e
Quarterly Conference at Tacoma in Oc
tober. They report a most blessed time.
Our pastor is teaching a Bible Study
c l a s s w h i c h m e e t s a t t h e p a r s o n a g e e v
ery Wednesday evening. We are study
ing the four gospels and picking out the
events according to their occurrence. We
wi l l then have in one gospel a l l the
events in the life of Christ, as related by
the four gospels, in the order of their oc
currence. We are getting a great bles
sing from this study, and wish more
would take advantage of this opportu
nity to study the Bible.
A prayer circle has been started which
meets every Friday night. As God has
told us to "ask largely" and that "what
soever ye ask in faith believing ye shall
receive," we are expecting great bles
sings to the church this winter as a result
of the prayer circle.
PORTLAND—FIRST CHURCH
Miss Julia Hall and Howard Pearson
were united in marriage by Rev. H. L.
Cox on the evening of October 26th.
Helen Bentley was bridesmaid, Virgil
Snow best man, Howard's little neice was
ring bearer and flower girl. After the
ceremony a short program was given.
As it was Mr. Hall's birthday, the guests
were treated to both wedding and birth
day cake, "Heavenly Hash" and punch.
They have heartiest wishes from all our
young people for a happy future.
We have never had a greater revival
than the one just closed. God visited
us in old time power, and the Holy Spirit
was manifest in a gracious way. We
feel that the fourteen cot tage prayer
meetings held just previous to the reviv
al were in divine order, for prayers have
b e e n a n s w e r e d .
R e v C a l v i n C h o a t , f r o m E n t i a t , Wa s h
ington, was the evangelist, Chester Had
ley, from Rosedale, assisting and also
acting as song leader. Mr. Cheat's mes
sages were delivered in a way that grip
ped people's heai-ts. He is a man of
God, -and the Holy Spirit used him in a
wonderful way. Blany were saved, re
claimed, sanctified or blest in a definite
m a n n e r . T h e l a s t n i g h t o f t h e s e r i e s
found thirty seekers at the altar.
At our C. E. meeting, Chester Hadley
gave a talk, urging us to live up to our
reputation as a Christian Endeavor Soci
ety. The Society has been revived, too,
more young people are attending and
m o r e t a k e p a r t .
T h e J u n i o r S o c i e t i e s o f P o r t l a n d I ' a l -
l ied at the Sunnyside Congregat ional
Church recently. We were real glad to
see our Juniors coming home with smil-
ingfaces because they had won the ban
ne r f o r f u l l a t t endance .
F I S H E R S O F M E N
By Grace Cook James, Portland, Oregon.
We have been hold ing rev iva l meet ings
here in Port land, and while this l i t t le
talk may apply to us here at present, yet
there are revivals being held through
out the Yearly Meeting this winter, and
the Lord can make it a blessing to all.
Our meetings have closed—such won
derful, old fashioned Holy Ghost meet
ings as we were afraid would never come
again. We are thankful there has been
n o " w i l d - fi r e , " b u t a s p i r i t o f s a n i t y
through the whole meeting. There was
nothing usual about the preacher in his
oratory, methods or personality, except
h i s a b s o l u t e o b e d i e n c e t o G o d . T h a t
was unusua l . Bu t the power o f God
was fe l t i n a l l t he se iw i ces i n an ex t ra
o r d i n a r y w a y.
Now, what are we going to do since
the meetings have closed? Settle back
to get a much-needed rest, and let the
devil gradually seep the victory out while
we are resting? Is the battle over, or
has it really just begun? We believe
t h a t i n d i v i d u a l l y i t h a s j u s t b e g u n .
Most people can do heroic things in the
th ick o f the bat t le wi th o thers a l l a round
them to spur them on. But when it
comes to meeting our giants alone will
w e fl i n c h a n d d r a w b a c k ? P a u l s a y s ,
"Exhort one another daily, while it is
yet today, lest any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin. For
we ai-e made partakers of Christ, if we
hold the beginning of our confidence
s t e a d f a s t u n t o t h e e n d . " Yo u w i l l n o t
ice he says, "Made partakers, if we hold
the beginning, steadfast unto the end."
He does riot say that we can begin all
right and then drift carelessly off, but
w e m u s t h o l d u n t o t h e e n d .
And do we obey the first of Paul 's
command, "Exhort one another daily?"
We meet one another th ro the week and
say, "How are you;" enquire about the
h e a l t h o f t h e f a m i l y, a n d y e t h o w m a n y
t imes more important is the sp i r i tua l
h e a l t h a n d h o w f e w o f u s i n q u i r e a b o u t
t h a t . W o u l d i t n o t b e m u c h m o r e
fitt ing considering the new ground we
have taken, to greet another regarding
o u r s o u l s — " H o w i s i t w i t h y o u t o d a y ? "
And i f one i s in t roub le , to counse l w i th
them that the Lord would bring in the
Light and give victory.
B u t a b o v e a l l t h i n g s w e w a n t t o g e t
to the place where we can save souls.
Jesus said, "Follow me and I will make
you fishers of men." Can we say this
i s t r u e o f o u r l i v e s ? I t s h o u l d b e o u r
l i fe purpose. We may do office work
or any other kind of work on the side,
but our purpose should be to save souls.
Is it too much that a church of praying,
sanctified people should expect two souls
saved a week, one for each Sunday ser%--
i ce he ld? A re they do ing i t ? I f no t ,
then we a re no t ve ry good fishermen .
There are di fferent ways of fishing.
The larger fish sometimes drift into the
shal low pools at the edge of the st reams
and if a fisherman is watching, and has
his hook just ready at the proper moment
he can jerk him out on shore. This
applies to the stray visitor who drifts
into the chui'ch for just one Sunday.
Then there is another kind of fishing and
everyone should be proficient in this. It
requires much more time and patience
and sk i l l . F i rs t you have to have a
good hook, (and the best there is, is the
baptism of the Holy Spirit) Then the
fisherman gets his bait and goes to the
river. He baits the hook, throws it in,
and then begins to watch it. A real
fisherman will watch patiently for hours,
and just one nibble will make him good
for several hours more. His mind is
concerned entirely with watching the
hook. He does not yawn and go to
sleep, for if he did the fish would be off
before he could wake up and land it.
Often after a nibble he has to pull in his
hook and put on more bait. But always
he has to be intensely alert to land his
fish just at the proper moment, or it is
los t . Th is k ind o f fish ing app l ies to
our neighbors and business associates.
We have to begin with love and good
feeling to them. Our business dealings
must be above reproach, and our lives
blameless before them, unti l we have
gained their confidence. Then begin
to closely watch the hook. If we are
faithful the Holy Spirit will show us just
what kind of bait, and just how and when
to put on new. We must have all pa
tience, an abundance of tact, and pray
(Continued on page 4)
P u b l i i h e d M o n t h l y u n d e r l u p e r v i s i o n o f t h e
B O A R D O F P U B L I C A T I O N S O F T H E
C H R I S T I A N E N D E A V O R E K S O F O R E G O N
Y E A R L Y M E E T I N G
H o m e r L . C o x . C h a i r m a n
C h e s t e r A . H a d l e y ( e x - o f fi c i o )
J . S a n g e r F o x I r e n e H o d g i n
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M E R R Y C H R I S T M A S
W e d e c i d e d t h a t " m i s s i o n a r y " w o u l d
be a good subject for our Christmas num
ber this year, so we are pleased to in
troduce to you Mrs, Blanche A. Conover.
She will appear on the front page and
t a l k t o u s a l i t t l e a b o u t h e r l i f e a n d w o r k .
We know you w i l l be in te res ted because
fi r s t , y o u a r e c o n c e r n e d i n m i s s i o n s
both home and fo re ign , and second, be
c a u s e y o u a r e t a k i n g t h e fi n a n c i a l c a r e
o f M r s . C o n o v e r w h i l e s h e i s i n t h e h o m e
land this year on fur lough. May God
bless her, and every one of you.
F I S H E R S O F M E N ,
(Continued from page 3)
without ceasing for divine wisdom from
the Lord to know just when to pull in
t h e h o o k .
I s i t w o r t h w h i l e ? " L e t h i m k n o w
t h a t h e w h i c h c o n v e r t e t h t h e s i n n e r f r o m
the e r ro r o f h is ways , sha l l save a sou l
f rom death, and shal l h ide a mul t i tude of
s i n s . " N o t o n l y s a v e o n e s o u l f r o m
death, but h ide a whole mul t i tude of s ins
t h a t w o u l d h a v e b e e n c o m m i t t e d d o w n
thro the generat ions, i f th is one soul had
n o t f a c e d a b o u t a n d s t a r t e d c u r r e n t s i n
the r igh t d i rec t ion . Sure ly any e f fo r t
put forth for one soul is worth while.
M E D I T A T I O N S F R O M A S C A F F O L D .
Oh no! this isn't a gniesome subject,
not a scene from a Penitentiary yard.
D e a r n o ! J u s t a f e w m e d i t a t i o n s a s w e
dangled our feet while sitting astride a
scaffold, said dangling being an attempt
to keep our equilibrium while we wielded
a paint brush applying a much needed
outer garment to our little church. A
little item in a recent copy of a Friendly
Endeavor kept recundng to mind. "Our
c h u r c h b l o s s o m e d o u t i n t w o c o a t s o f
good light paint recently. It was applied
by our faithful pastor." Here we were
doing the same thing, and we could very
easily hark back in our memory to other
instances just the same.
S o m e h o w w e a r e c o n v i n c e d t h e r e i s
something wrong somewhere. We haven't
the sl ightest disposit ion to crit icise or
make an issue out of any of the cases
mentioned above, they simply seiwe as
illustrations of a system which we can
not help but believe must be wrong.
T h e w r i t e r w a s n o t r a i s e d u n d e r t h e
pas to ra l sys tem o f F r i ends , bu t i s , o r a t
least thinks he is, a convert to that plan
as being the best way of conducting the
church of today. The fundamental ques
tion arises, "What is a pastor for any
way?" Why do Monthly Meetings "hire"
or "engage" or "ca l l " a pastor? How
m a n y o f o u r M o n t h l y M e e t i n g s c a n
thought fu l ly and in te l l igent ly answer?
Is there not a danger that some of us are
answering, at least by our actions, "Well,
we always have a pastor; we need a fel
low to soi't of boss the job, look after the
i n t e r e s t s o f t h e c h u r c h a n d m a k e i t h i s
business to attend to things which we are
too busy to bother about, and we got a
chance to get so and so pretty cheap, so
we hired him." "Oh!" some one gasps,
" o f c o u r s e w e d o n ' t m e a n t h a t . " C o m e
now, let's be real honest; isn't that just
a b o u t w h a t o u r a c t i o n s s h o w ?
A thoughtful answer to the question
o n t h e o t h e r h a n d w o u l d p r o b a b l y r e a d
someth ing l i ke th is , and we be l ieve most
of our meetings would unite in principle
with such a statement: "A pastor is a
shepherd, one whose duty it is to feed
the congregation on the Bread of Life;
he should be able to rightly divide the
word of truth, and for that purpose needs
first, to have been definitely cal led of
God to pastoral service, and secondly, to
have been trained and equipped both
s p i r i t u a l l y a n d m e n t a l l y f o r s u c h w o r k .
The pastor, besides possessing a good
s p i r i t u a l e x p e r i e n c e o f h i s o w n , s h o u l d
b e a p e r s o n o f v i s i o n w i t h t h e t a c t a n d
f o r c e o f c h a r a c t e r t o l e a d h i s fl o c k o n t o
the place of vision, and should be cap
able of leading them in any of the prob
lems which face the church." Mind you,
no t a wo rd abou t h i s be ing a fi r s t - c l ass
carpenter, a builder, a mason, a painter
or paper hanger, a good janitor, or a
"handy man" in any way.
Why then is it so common to find our
pastors engaged in work which is evi
dently not the woi-k for which they have
b e e n c a l l e d a s p a s t o r s ? W e g r a n t t h a t
s o m e t i m e s t h e r e i s a t a s k w h i c h ' f a c e s
the church of a material nature which
d e m a n d s t h e l e a d e r s h i p a n d t h e r e f o r e
probably the active participation of the
pastor along with the members of the
flock, but surely no task which demands
that the pastor do it all himself, single-
h a n d e d ! L e t ' s f a c e s o m e o f t h e r e a s o n s
squarely. The first that comes to mind
is: If the pastor didn't do it, it wouldn't
g e t d o n e ! W e l l , w h y n o t ? M e m b e r s
too busy, haven't got the vision, haven't
got the time or the money, don't care
enough about the things of God, haven't
ever really faced the issue. Ah, surely
this is really at the root of it. And why
h a v e n ' t w e f a c e d i t ? N o w l i s t e n ! h e r e ' s
the reply, challenge it if you can, deny
it if you dare. We're too selfish! No one
else is willing enough to set aside their
own personal interest and cares but the
pas tor. Does any congregat ion rea l l y
imagine that any pastor real ly enjoys
neglecting work which he should do and
f o r w h i c h h e h a s b e e n c a l l e d o f G o d a n d
the people to fill in where someone else
has fa l len down on the job? Reason
number two, the pastor does not get sal
ary enough to live on so has to supple
ment his income and is glad to work for
the church for wages in secular work.
Here , too , there i s sure ly someth ing
w r o n g . I t i s c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t t h e C r e a
tor o f us a l l has made so many mistakes
that He could actually call a pastor to
a t tend to and feed H is flock in a ce r ta in
place without providing at the same time
and place a suitable way of supporting
His shephei 'd? Oh, no! we know this
isn't so. God has His resources, but men
a r e u n f a i t h f u l a n d r o b H i m o f w h a t i s
H i s a n d u s e i t t h e m s e l v e s . Y e s ? b u t
s u r e l y H i s o w n c h i l d r e n d o n ' t r o b H i m ?
Oh that we might really learn, not with
ou r heads on l y, bu t w i t h ou r hea i ' t s and
with our very beings "The t i t le Is the
Lord's." Have we not wandered a long
long way from Paul's teaching when he
says, "If we have sown unto you spiritual
things, it is a great thing if we reap your
carnal things?" and again referr ing to
the Levite's tithe in support of the Tem
ple worship he says, "Even so hath God
ordained that they which preach the gos
pel shall live of the gospel." (II. Cor. 9:
11 , 1 3 , 1 4 ) . R e a s o n n u m b e r t h r e e , t h e
p a s t o r i s c h e a p h e l p . T h e m e m b e r s a r e
earning from $4 to $9 a day, outside
help would cost the same, it doesn't cost
nearly so much to maintain a pastor,
t h e r e f o r e w e c a n ' t a f f o r d t o l o s e o u r
day's wages; i t 's cheaper to take the
pastor from his job, let him do it! Oh,
fi e !
(Continued next month.)
"There are no kinks in the Bible, the
k i n k s a r e i n u s . "
"Men ought always to know that men
are what they are, because they want to
be what they ai-e."
Rex Poultry and Fruit Farm
B r e e d s
S . C . B l a c k M i n o r c a s a n d
Barred Plymouth Rocks
Eggs for Hatching
Stock ' ' f o r Sa le
Money Orders payable at Rex.
N . L , W I L E Y, P r o p r i e t o r
Rex, Oregon.
